The LAURA Pediatric Cochlear Implant Program in Antwerp: what have we learnt in 5 years?
The LAURA Cochlear Implant Program at the University of Antwerp was initiated 5 years ago. Up to now 50 children have received the LAURA cochlear implant (Philips Hearing Implants). Our accumulated experience in selecting the patients, counselling their parents, implanting and fitting the device allowed us to gradually modify the inclusion/exclusion criteria for cochlear implantation and achieve very rewarding results. The most important change was the gradual shift towards a younger age at implantation, our youngest implantee being 11 months old. In this paper we describe the rationale for this change, as well as the prerequisites for a successful pediatric cochlear implant program.